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8:15 - 8:45

8:45 - 9:05

9:05 - 9:25

9:25 - 9:45

9:45 - end

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:40

11:40 - 12:00

12:00 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

“Cristi! Cristi!” I could hear my name being called from some distant location. I was in my happy place in the backyard. 
As I lay in the grass, all that seemed to matter were the white clouds in the blue sky, the breeze, and the tops of the 
eucalyptus trees that were dancing above me. Here, I could dream. Here, I could listen to the trees seeming to talk to 
one another, their leaves making a whistling sound each time the wind blew through their branches. One moment I was 
blissfully unaware of the pressures of being four years old, and the next I was being called inside to take a bath. 

This has been a regular rhythm of my life. I am most happy, recharged, peace-filled, and alive when I’m surrounded 
by nature. The sound and feel of rushing water, wild winds, and a terrific rainstorm spark something within my soul! It’s 
in these moments that I fall easily into conversation with my Creator. What a gift it is to see aspects of who He is in His 
creation. Our God is the mighty and awesome Creator.  

Cristi Thomas 
Tru Team 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters” (Genesis 1:1–2). In Hebrew, the word for 
“hover” is the word ruah. This word describes God hovering over what He will create like a mother eagle hovers over 
her eaglets. Just imagine God in the beginning, staring down at His creation with the fierce love of a parent. This deep 
love is the genesis of the relationship between God and His creation. 

Genesis chapter one is an account of creation from the beginning of the universe to the creation of mankind in God’s 
image. It describes God as Elohim— “powerful”—the One who created the universe out of nothing through His infinite 
power. The second chapter describes God as Yahweh—“I AM WHO I AM”—focusing on the detail of man’s beginnings. 
It was Yahweh who breathed into Adam’s nostrils and formed him from the dust. 

“And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1). Augustine believed that “we should understand that this sentence does 
not signify joy as if over an unexpected good but in approval of the work” (Oden, 2001). Through each phase of His 
creation process, God would create and then look upon His work with approval. After He created mankind in His image, 
He blessed them: male and female. “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground’” (Genesis 1:28). He formed the world and everything in it. He then blessed Adam and Eve and 
commissioned them to replicate life and nurture it, maintaining order among the inhabitants of the earth. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

Read Genesis 1 through 2:14 without pausing at any phrase or verse. After you’ve read it through once, read it again. 
This time note any phrase, verse, or section that stands out to you. Once you’ve finished, revisit the verses you noted in 
your second reading. As you read, pause over each section or verse and ask God to speak—His deep and 
indescribable voice—to your heart the things He wants you to ponder about who He is. Ask God if He has anything to 
say to you about your part in this love story between Him and His creation. Allow yourself the time and quiet to linger in 
this space with the Lord. 

May your life be transformed and infused with the depth and power of His Holy Spirit. And may your interaction with 
the children be filled with the passion that comes from knowing that you have been given a unique part to play in this 
story that began with creation. 

!  
20 min



Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup Song” 

!  
Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story.  

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Story Spots 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Magnifying glass 

Ponder Point: God Made Our World 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. 
Boys and girls, who loves The Big God Story? Interact with the children and their responses. We have another 
friend who loves to hear The Big God Story with us each time we’re together. Who would that be? Allow 
answers. That’s right—Hamilton the Hedgehog! Should we call him and ask him to join us? Allow children to 
answer. On the count of three, let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? 
Encourage kids to call for Hamilton. Hmmm … I don’t think he heard us. Maybe Hamilton is outside exploring. 
Hamilton comes out of his house holding a magnifying glass. Hamilton, what do you have? Hamilton whispers into the 
Storyteller’s ear. Friends, did we use a magnifying glass today in CONNECT? Can we tell Hamilton how we used 
the magnifying glass? Allow children to share with Hamilton. He nods excitedly as he listens to the children. I think 
we must be hearing more about what God made. 

Are you ready to hear this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Friends, are you ready? 
Children respond. Me too! Before we get started, where we can we find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his 
head and gestures to the Bible. That’s right—the Bible. God gave us the Bible so we can learn about Him! It’s full 
of things that help us get to know God. We read the Bible to learn about God the Father and His Son, Jesus! 
And I know that you love to dig, dig, dig into God’s Word to find out what He has to say to us. Isn’t that right, 
Hamilton? Hamilton nods his head. Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have the children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting 
quietly as he listens to The Big God Story.  

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Creation 
God Made Our World 

15 min



Genesis 1—2:3 

SUPPLIES 
• Creation Station signs (see Resources) 
• The Big God Story images (see Resources) 
• Tape (regular and double-sided) 
• Lightbulb 
• Bowls (2) 
• Water 
• Poster board (3 sheets, 1 color of each: dark blue or black, blue, and light blue) 
• Cotton balls (1 per child) 
• Flowerpot 
• Dirt 
• Flowers (1 per child) !  
• Star stickers (enough for each child) 
• Toy fish 
• Toy birds 
• Optional: toy animals 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s magnifying glass 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print each Creation Station sign. Fill the bowls with water. Put dirt in the flowerpot. Tape the light blue and dark blue or 
black poster board back to back. Tape the sun on the light blue side and the moon on the dark blue or black side. Print 
The Big God Story images: Sun and Moon, Animals, and Man and Woman.  

SET UP 
Set up seven creation stations around the room with the creation station signs. Set station #7 at the Story Spot. Station 
#1: Place the lightbulb on the table. Station #2: Set or tape up the blue poster board. Stick enough double-sided tape on 
the board for each child. Place the cotton balls next to it. Set one bowl of water nearby. Station #3: Place the flowers 
next to the flowerpot. Set the other bowl of water nearby. Station #4: Place the black/dark blue and light blue pieces of 
poster board at the table. Place the star stickers nearby. Station #5: Put the fish and birds on the table. Station #6: Place 
the toy animals or pictures of animals on the table. Put pictures of the man and woman on the table.  

RELATE 
Okay, friends, before we get started, let’s all pray together and ask God to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of 
Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Today we’re going to go exploring through seven creation stations. We’re going to pretend to be detectives 
and figure out what God created on each day by looking at the clues. Hamilton, are you ready to be a detective 
too? Take Hamilton on the station rotation. Have him explore with the children, using his magnifying glass to look at 
things. Let’s go to our first station. Walk the children over to the first station. In the very beginning of The Big God 
Story, God created something. Hmmm … I can’t remember what it was. We’re detectives—let’s look at the clue 
that is here for us. It’s a lightbulb. I remember God said, “Let there be light,” and there was. God called the light 
day and the dark night. So what did God create on the first day? Encourage responses. That’s right—day and 
night. Hold up the lightbulb. 

Let’s head over to station number two. What do we have on this table? Pause for response. Yes, water and 
some blue paper. On the second day God made a big space above the water and called the big space the sky. 
Do you see the water and the sky? Can you help me put some clouds in the sky? Give each child a cotton ball to 
stick on the sky. What did God create on the second day? Encourage responses. That’s right—the sky. Have the 
children repeat that with you.  

Now it’s time to go over to station three. What do you see in the pot on the table? Children respond. That’s 
right. I really like playing in the dirt. Do you? Pause for answers. Let’s see what God did on day three. God put all 
of the water in one place so that we would have dry ground. He called the ground “land” and the water “ocean.” 
Then God put trees, plants, and flowers on the land to grow. We have some flowers that need to be put in the 
land. Can you help me? Give each child a flower to place in the dirt. When everyone has placed a flower, pour a little 
water into the flowerpot. What did God create on the third day? Invite responses. That’s right—land, water, and 
plants. Have the children repeat that with you. 



God wanted great big lights in the sky to make day and night. Let’s take a look at station number four. What 
big light is in the sky in the daytime? Invite responses. Yes, the sun. What big lights are in the sky in the night? 
Allow answers. Yes, the moon and stars. I have some star stickers. Can you help me put them in the night sky? 
Assist the children in sticking stars in the sky. What did God create on the fourth day? Encourage responses. That’s 
right—the sun, moon, and stars. Have the children repeat that with you. 

Friends, you’re great detectives and helpers. Let’s go to the fifth station. What do you see on the table? 
Children respond. I see fish and birds. Would you each like to hold one? Give each child a toy fish or toy bird to 
hold. God wanted the oceans to be filled with fish. He wanted the sky to be filled with birds. If you have a bird in 
your hand, can you make it fly in the sky? If you have a fish, can you make it swim? Pause for children to make 
their animals move. What did God create on day five? Encourage responses. That’s right—fish and birds. Have the 
children repeat that with you. 

Look at what’s next. Move to station six. I see more animals. God made wild animals, farm animals, and 
animals that crawled on the ground. Can you tell me some animals you like? Invite children to answer. God made 
all of those animals. Then God said He would make a man. Hold up a picture of the man and woman and point to 
man. He didn’t want the man to be alone, so He brought him a woman to be his helper. Point to woman. What did 
God create on day six? Invite responses. That’s right—animals and people. Have the children repeat that with you. 

Let’s go back to our Story Spots. We have one more day, number seven. God was all finished making our 
world, so He stopped and rested. God wasn’t tired; He was finished creating.  

You were such great detectives while we figured out all the things God made. God made our world and gave 
us this wonderful place to live.  

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part 
of The Big God Story.  

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through worship, creative activities, and 
games. 

Option 1: Leaf Prints 
Children use kitchen sponges and paint to color leaf patterns as a reminder that God made plants. 

SUPPLIES 
• Leaf template (see Resources) 
• Paper (1 sheet per child, white) 
• Scissors or sharp knife 
• Kitchen sponges (soft, 1 for every 4 children) 
• Clothespins (1 per child) 
• Washable tempera paint (various shades of green and brown) 
• Pie pans (3–4) 
• Disposable tablecloth 
• Optional: large ink pads (available at www.discountschoolsupply.com or www.orientaltrading.com) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the Leaf template onto paper, one sheet per child. Cut the sponges into fourths. Attach a clothespin to each 
sponge piece. Optional: You can also cut the sponges in the shape of leaves and have children stamp on blank paper.  

SET UP 
Cover the table with the table covering. Pour enough paint to cover the bottom of the pie pans and set in the middle of 
the table. You may need to replenish the paint throughout the activity. Place a leaf paper at each child’s seat. If you 
don’t want to use paint, you can use large ink pads instead. 

RELATE 
Invite the children to join you at the table. Demonstrate to the children how to dip the sponges into the paint by holding 
on to the clothespin. Today in The Big God Story we learned that God made the plants. Plants are all different 
colors, shapes, and sizes. Many plants have leaves. We can use these stamps to make our leaves colorful. Help 

http://www.discountschoolsupply.com
http://www.orientaltrading.com


children grasp the sponge stamps and place them on their leaf papers. Ask them about the different things God made 
that they can see each day. 

Option 2: Which Animal Do You Like? 
Children celebrate how God made so many different animals by choosing a picture of an animal they like and then 
acting like that animal. 

SUPPLIES 
• Animal template (see Resources) 
• Paper 
• Scissors 
• Poster board 
• Marker 
• Ruler 
• Glue stick or double-sided tape 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print enough copies of the Animal template for each child to choose one animal, and one copy for your graph. Cut out 
the different animals. Write “Which Animal Do You Like?” on the top of the poster board. Make a graph using the ruler 
and marker. Make enough rows for each animal and columns for each child. Glue a picture of each animal on the 
bottom of the graph. Write each child’s name along the side of the graph.  

SET UP 
Place the poster where all of the children can see. Set the cutout animal pictures and glue stick or double-sided tape 
near the poster.  

RELATE 
Invite the children to join you near the poster. God made so many different animals. Let’s look at some of the 
animals He made. Point to the different animals you have on the poster board. My favorite animal on the poster is 
the (fill in the blank). What is yours? You can each choose one animal you like, and we’ll glue it up on the poster 
board. As the children are choosing their favorite animal, have them act like the animal. They can crawl around or make 
their animal’s noise. Count up the results and talk about it with the children.  

Option 3: Float like a Butterfly 
As children appreciate all of the beautiful animals God made, they pretend to be caterpillars and butterflies by crawling 
on the floor and using scarves as wings. 

SUPPLIES 
• Light-weight scarves or strips of light fabric  
• Instrumental music 

SET UP 
Cue the music. Have the scarves or fabric nearby. 

RELATE 
Invite the children to join you on the floor. Pass out two scarves to each child. God made so many beautiful animals. 
We’re going to pretend we’re butterflies today. We can use our scarves as butterfly wings. We can even crawl 
on the floor and pretend we’re caterpillars that turn into butterflies. Let’s fly and crawl around our room. Turn on 
the music. Participate along with the children to show them how to be a caterpillar and butterfly. 

Worship:: 9:30 and 11:45



!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

Gather children in a circle around you and ask them to hold hands. 

Children, may you remember that God made our world and we can worship Him.  

Open a Bible and read Psalm 19:1: 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Send home the At Home Weekly 1.1–1.4 with any families who may need one.


