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8:15 - 8:45

8:45 - 9:05

9:05 - 9:25

9:25 - 9:45

9:45 - end

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:40

11:40 - 12:00

12:00 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

I grew up on a small farm and spent many summers helping my father. My dad would spend countless hours in the 
fields or in the barn tending to whatever needed to be done. As I got older, my dad entrusted me with more 
responsibility. A few days after planting, he invited me to walk through the field. As we walked, my dad would stop and 
gingerly check the tiny corn plants and the soil around them. I couldn’t figure out what he was doing, so I asked him. He 
answered, “I am checking the moisture in the soil. We will need to irrigate because my little plants are thirsty.”  

I began noticing when my dad took his brief strolls through the cornfield at night to check on the crop. One night I 
asked, “Dad, why do you pay so much attention to those corn plants? It’s a field of corn. What’s the big deal?” He 
explained, “God made this field and left me to care for it. I want to do my best for Him.”  

When I was older we moved into town. There was a season during this time when my parents welcomed troubled 
girls into our home. One day, one of the girls staying with us carelessly broke a sentimental gift from my grandmother. I 
vented my anger to my dad and demanded he send the girl away. He looked at me and quietly said, “Nicki, this is my 
cornfield now, and Kristie is my cornstalk. God left your mom and me to care for her and show her His love. Will you 
help us?” In that moment, I realized how selfish I had been. God made our world and cares for those He created. From 
cornstalks to broken people, God has entrusted us to tend to both with care.  

Nicki Straza 
Freedom House Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

Who is this God who would entrust any piece of His creation to the care of mankind? This God who created the 
hummingbird to fly 25 to 30 miles per hour, giving it the ability to dive as fast as 60 miles per hour—this God who gave 
this incredible bird the ability to rotate each of its wings in a circle, making it the only bird in the world that can fly 
backward, forward, up, down, and upside down. This God is our God. He made our world and has revealed Himself as 
the Artist of creation since the very beginning. 

“In the beginning God created …” The opening of the book of beginnings (Genesis) introduces us to our God—
Elohim. This Hebrew word emphasizes His majesty and power. By His word He spoke all things into being. And with 
everything He created, God saw that it was good.  

Elohim inspected His work and was pleased. All of creation reflected His glory. Everything He created was excellent. 
When we consider all God has done and who He is, we can’t help but bow before Him in worship. “His creative acts 
reveal a God of power and wisdom whose word carries authority” (Wiersbe, 2007).  

All of God’s creation was meant to worship and bring glory to Him. But worship doesn’t begin with His creation; 
worship begins with God. It begins with who He is. Elohim. When we worship Him, we’re doing what we were made to 
do. Our worship is but a response to Him that He might receive all glory, honor, and power. For it is by His good 
pleasure that all things exist and were created. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

How then do we respond to Him and the work of His words and hands? God has entrusted us with the things and 
people He has created. We must accept the responsibility and gift of His creation. We must protect, guard, and invest in 
it for His glory. We must be good stewards of the world He made and care for all who inhabit it.  

What is your favorite flower, animal, or object in nature? Take a few minutes and look for information about this 
creature, plant, or object. What makes it special? Why is it your favorite? What does it tell you about the Creator? Spend 
some time reading the words written in Psalms 8 and 104. What are the words or phrases that resonate with you? Use 
these words or phrases to lead you into a time of prayerful listening before God. How might He want to show you more 
of Himself? How is He asking you to respond?  



!  
Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup 

Song”

!  

Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story.  

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Story Spots 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Flower !  

AS YOU BEGIN STORYTELLING 
As you begin the storytelling section of GATHER, have a volunteer available to be Hamilton the Hedgehog using the 
puppet you provide. You may also choose to act as the Storyteller and the puppeteer. Encourage Hamilton to come out 
of his house. Consider having a facade that is part of your stage or teaching area that can act as a puppet stage to 
conceal puppeteers. However, if this is not an option and children see the volunteer with the puppet on her hand, 
encourage the volunteer to interact with Hamilton and the children. Her participation will help kids to see the puppeteer 
and puppet as separate characters. 

Ponder Point: God Made Our World 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. 
Friends, I have a friend who loves The Big God Story. Do you know who I’m talking about? Pause for responses. 
It’s Hamilton the Hedgehog! Should we call him and ask him to join us? Children will answer. On the count of 
three, let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage kids to call for 
Hamilton. Hmmm … I don’t think he heard us. Where do you think he might be? Allow the kids to answer. Maybe 
Hamilton is outside taking a walk. Let’s call him one more time. Encourage the children to call to Hamilton. 
Hamilton comes out of his house holding a flower. It’s okay if the children see the volunteer with the puppet on her hand. 
Hamilton, what do you have? Hamilton whispers into the Storyteller’s ear. Your flower is beautiful! Do you know 
who made it? Hamilton nods excitedly. Today I think we’re going to hear about who made all of the flowers. 

Are you ready to hear this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! But before we get 
started, do you know where we can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his head and gestures to the Bible. 
That’s right, the Bible. God gave us the Bible so we can learn about Him. It’s full of things that help us get to 
know God! We read the Bible to learn about God and about His Son, Jesus! And I know that you love to dig, 
dig, dig into God’s Word to find out what He has to say to us. Isn’t that right, Hamilton? Hamilton nods his head. 
Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 

20 min

15 min



So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have the children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting 
quietly as he listens to The Big God Story. 

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Creation 
God Made Our World 
Genesis 1—2:3 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story images #1–7 (see Resources) 
• Card stock (7 sheets) 
• Hamilton puppet 

• Hamilton’s flower !  

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the images onto card stock. 

SET UP 
Place the images near the Storyteller. 

RELATE 
Okay, friends, before we get started, let’s all pray together and ask God to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of 
Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds.  

In the very beginning of The Big God Story, God made our world—the heavens and the earth. Let’s all hold up 
one finger. Hold up one finger along with the children. Hold up image #1. On the first day, God said, “Let there be 
light.” And guess what, there was! He called the light day and called the dark night.  

Let’s hold up two fingers. Hold up image #2. On the second day, God put a big space in the water and called it 
the sky.  

Let’s hold up three fingers. Hold up image #3. On the third day, God gathered all the water together. Then there 
was dry ground. God called the water “seas” and called the ground “land.” Then God filled the land with trees, 
plants, and flowers to grow. Friends, what was Hamilton holding? Hamilton hops up and down holding his flower. 
Children respond. Hamilton, you have a beautiful flower! Hamilton nods. Who made Hamilton’s flower? God did!  

Let’s hold up four fingers. Hold up image #4. On the fourth day, God put big lights in the sky to make the day 
and the night. In the day, there is the sun (make a motion of the sun by raising your arms above your head holding 
your hands together to make a circle; have children mimic your actions), and at night there are the moon and the 
stars. Make twinkling stars by opening and closing your hands while moving them above your head in different 
directions. Have the children mimic your actions. 

Let’s hold up five fingers. Hold up image #5. On the fifth day, God put fish and other animals like sharks and 
whales in the ocean. Encourage the children to make fish faces. Then He filled the sky with birds to fly. Encourage 
kids to flap their arms like the wings of a bird.  

Let’s hold up six fingers. We need two hands to do that. Hold up image #6. God wanted the land to be filled with 
animals. On the sixth day, He made wild animals like tigers and giraffes. He made farm animals like cows and 
horses; and animals that would crawl on the ground like snakes and spiders. Then God made a man. After He 
made the man, God made a woman. He was very, very happy.  

Let’s hold up seven fingers. Hold up image #7. God had been very busy. On the seventh day, He rested. 
Friends, can you show me how you rest? Allow kids to demonstrate what they think resting looks like. Encourage 
their participation. God wasn’t tired from all of His work, but He was all done creating the world.  

I’m so glad that God made our world. He gave us water to drink and plants to eat. He gave us this world to care 



for. 

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part of 
The Big God Story.  

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through worship, creative activities, and 
games. 

Craft: Stars in the Sky 
Children remember how God made the stars in the sky as they use a cotton swab to paint stars onto black construction 
paper. 

SUPPLIES 
• Disposable tablecloth 
• Construction paper (1 sheet per child, black) 
• Paint (white or yellow) 
• Small bowls (1 for every 2 children) 
• Cotton swabs (1 per child) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cover the table with the tablecloth. Fill the bowls with the paint. 

SET UP 
Set one sheet of black paper at each child’s seat. Give each child a cotton swab. Place the paint bowls on the table.  

RELATE 
Invite the children to join you at the table. Today in The Big God Story, we learned that God made our world. Some 
of the first things He made were the stars in the sky. What color paper do you have in front of you? Encourage 
responses. That’s right—it’s black. We’re going to paint stars in the sky. Dip your cotton swab into the paint and 
make dots on the paper. Let’s see how many stars will be in your sky! 

Craft: God Made Our World 
Children glue pictures to a poster board to remind them of all of the things God made. 

SUPPLIES 
• Poster board 
• Marker 
• Magazines 
• Scissors 
• Glue sticks (1 per child) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Write “God Made Our World” on the top of the poster board with the marker. Look through the magazines and cut out 
pictures that show God’s creations.  

SET UP 
Place the poster board, pictures, and glue sticks on the table. 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you at the table. Today in The Big God Story, we learned all about the things God made. Let’s 
find some pictures that help us remember all of the things God made. Work together, helping kids with glue as 
needed, and talk with them about the pictures they’re choosing. Tell me about the picture you chose. What’s in this 
picture? Did God make (insert the name of the item in picture)? 



Activity: Color Toss 
Children celebrate how God made all of the beautiful colors as they take turns tossing colored beanbags at the 
corresponding sheets of colored paper. 

SUPPLIES 
• Beanbags (2–4, different colors) 
• Colored paper (1 sheet of each color, to match the beanbags) 
• Painter’s tape 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Tape the sheets of paper onto the floor. 

SET UP 
Place the beanbags on the floor a few feet from the sheets of paper.  

RELATE 
Line the children up to take turns throwing the beanbags. We know that God made all of the beautiful colors. We’re 
going to try to match the beanbag to the paper on the floor. If I’m holding a red beanbag, what color of paper 
will I try to hit? Children will answer. That’s right, red. Let’s all take turns throwing the beanbags at the colored 
paper on the floor. 

!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

RELATE 
Invite children to hold out their hands, palms together as if cupping water, as you speak the blessing over them. This 
posture indicates they are ready to receive the blessing. 

Children, may you remember that God made our world, and we can worship Him.  

Open a Bible and read Psalm 19:1: 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Send home At Home Weekly 1.1–1.4 with the children to support families as 
they preteach the next three weeks of lessons.  

Worship:: 9:30 and 11:45


