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8:15 - 8:50

8:50 - 9:10

9:10 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:50

9:50 - end

10:30 - 11:05

11:05 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:05

12:05 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

Recently, I had the privilege of attending my college group reunion. Cameras flashed and people laughed and cried as 
we recounted the many stories of how God had grown us since those years together so long ago. Whether through 
mission trips, vacations, retreats, discipleship groups, or in everyday life, God was faithful. We were filled with gratitude. 

The hours seemed to pass too quickly. Before the evening closed, we all gathered inside the clubhouse for the 
traditional group photo and one last round of stories. Then we sat together and sang songs of worship. I was so 
overwhelmed with joy and gratitude. Joy was everywhere—in the voices of worship, in the smiles and twinkling eyes.  

God has truly been faithful to each of us through the years. And now, He is the faithful God of our children, the new 
generation. What a rich celebration of who God is. In each moment my college group was together, I knew with all of my 
soul that God truly inhabited the praises of His people. 

We were designed to live in community and to experience our God in ways that can only happen through relationship 
with one another. Coming together again as a faith community to remember and celebrate God’s faithfulness brought 
richness of worship and traditions not only to us, but also to our children. To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

Cristi Thomas 
Tru Team 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

Remember and Celebrate: Feasts and Festivals 
Old Testament Significance 
Several times a year the Israelites gathered for a festival. In Leviticus 23, the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed feasts … which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.’” These 
seven annual festivals are Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of First Fruits, the Festival of Harvest, 
the Festival of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Festival of Tabernacles (or Booths). In addition, the Israelites 
celebrated the Festival of Jubilee on the 50th year following seven cycles of seven Sabbatical years. They also 
gathered weekly to celebrate the Sabbath. During these celebrations, the Israelites took time to remember what God 
had done for His people and to celebrate His goodness. The entire faith community gathered without the burden of work 
to simply worship and celebrate. They ate, danced, sang, played instruments, prayed, and offered sacrifices to God. 

New Testament Significance 
The Feast of Passover was fulfilled by the death of the Messiah, the Festival of Unleavened Bread was fulfilled by His 
sinless sacrifice, and the Feast of First Fruits was fulfilled by His resurrection. The Festival of Harvest began with a 
great harvest of three thousand souls by the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, who continues to harvest souls today. 
The Festival of Trumpets will announce Christ’s return, the Day of Atonement will usher in His judgment of the nations, 
the Festival of Tabernacles will begin the journey to our new home in a new heaven and earth, and the Feast of Jubilee 
symbolizes our eternity in heaven with our Lord and Savior—living in perfection, free from the debt of sin. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

While you were reading about the festivals in Equip, was there a particular one that piqued your interest? If so, 
celebrate what that festival represented in some way this week. 

For example, you may be struck by the Feast of Trumpets. Too often it can be easy to carry the burden of sin and 
shortcomings into each day. This festival is such a beautiful reminder that our sins are forgiven and forever removed 
from us. You may want to get a few stones and write some of the things you’re carrying on the face of the stones. Then, 
consider taking a drive to the beach or a stream and dropping the stones into the water. What a glorious remembrance 
of grace and celebration of freedom. What will you choose to remember and celebrate this week? 



!  
Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup Song” 

!  

Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Story Spots  
• Hamilton puppet 

• Balloon  !  

Ponder Point: God Made Me, God Loves Me, and God Is with Me 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. Today is a very special day. Today we’re 
celebrating! Do you know whom we’re celebrating? Encourage responses. That’s right—we’re celebrating God. 
Before we go any further, let’s ask Hamilton the Hedgehog to come and celebrate with us. On the count of 
three, let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage children to call 
for Hamilton. Hmmm … I don’t think he heard us. Maybe Hamilton is having a party like we are! Let’s call again. 
Hamilton, where are you? Hamilton the Hedgehog comes out of his house holding a balloon. Hamilton, were you 
having a party in your house? Hamilton nods his head up and down. I think today is a special day! 

Are you ready to celebrate God? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! God gave us His words in the Bible so we 
can learn about Him! It’s full of things that help us get to know God. We read the Bible to learn about God and 
about His Son, Jesus. Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together to start our party. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting quietly 
as he listens to The Big God Story. 

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Remember & Celebrate 
God Made Me, God Loves Me, and God Is with Me 
SUPPLIES 
• Heart template (see Resources) 

20 min

20 min



• People template (see Resources) 
• Gift bags (3) 
• Tissue paper 
• Paper (1 sheet, red) 
• Colored paper (1 sheet) 
• Scissors 
• Hand mirror (small) 
• Marker 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s balloon !  

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the Heart template onto the red paper and cut it out. Write “God loves you and me” on the heart with the marker. 
Print the People template onto the colored paper and cut it out. Place the mirror in the first gift bag and tuck in some 
tissue paper to make it look like a present. Wrap the heart in the second bag and the people in the third bag the same 
way. 

SET UP 
Set the three bags near the Storyteller. 

RELATE 
Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us today. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be 
still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Hamilton waves his balloon around and then tosses it in the air. It looks like Hamilton is excited to celebrate! 
Friends, do you like parties? Allow children to respond. Me too! What are some things we celebrate and have 
parties for? Interact with children as they answer. We celebrate so many things like birthday parties, when a new 
baby is born, Christmas, and Easter. We love to have parties. God’s people also love to celebrate God! He loves 
us, and He is always with us. He teaches us about Himself and about His Son, Jesus. Today let’s celebrate all 
the wonderful things God has been teaching us.  

I have some special bags in front of me. Let’s open one up and see what’s inside. Invite a child to come and pull 
the mirror from the bag, showing it to the other children. It’s a mirror. Hamilton looks in the mirror. Hamilton, do you 
see yourself in the mirror? Hamilton nods his head. Friends, do you like to look at yourself in the mirror? Allow 
children to respond. It’s fun to see what color hair we have and what color eyes we have.  

Do you remember who made you? Children respond. God made you. Do you look like your friend next to you? 
Interact with children’s responses. No, God made you so special that no one in the world is exactly the same as 
you. Let’s all take a turn looking in the mirror and seeing how God made us special. Go around your group and let 
each child hold the mirror. Talk about one thing that makes each child special. I’m so glad God made you! Let’s all 
stand up and say, “Thank You, God, for making me!” Join children in standing up and saying, “Thank You, God, for 
making me!” 

We have another special bag. Let’s open it up and see what’s inside. Invite a different child to come and pull the 
heart from the bag, showing it to the other children. Do you know what this is? Encourage responses. It’s a heart, 
and it says something special on it. Let me read it to you. It says, “God loves you and me.” Did you know God 
loves us? Allow children to respond. Hamilton nods his head excitedly. You’re right! He does! He loves us more than 
anyone else does. God gave us a very special gift because He loves us so much. He gave us His Son, Jesus. 
I’m going to pass the heart around to each of you. When it’s your turn to hold the heart, you can say, “God 
loves you and me!” Pass the heart around and help each child say, “God loves you and me!” 

We have one last special bag. Let’s open it up. Invite a third child to come and pull out the people from the bag, 
showing it to the other children. It’s two people holding hands. Hmmm … What does this remind us about? Allow 
children to respond. Hamilton jumps up and down as if he wants to answer. Yes, Hamilton. What do you think? 
Hamilton whispers in your ear. Hamilton says these two people are holding hands. They’re friends. That reminds 
us that God is always with us. Did you know God is with us all day long? Invite answers. Is God with us when we 
sleep? Encourage responses. Yes! Is God with us when we eat? Children respond. Yes! Is God with us when we 
go places? Allow answers. Yes! Is God with us right now? Invite responses. Yes, He is! Let’s all stand up and hold 
hands. Let’s shout, “God is with me!” Stand up, hold hands with children, and shout, “God is with me!” 



Friends, we’re very special. We know God made us, God loves us, and God is with us. 

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part 
of The Big God Story. 

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through worship, creative activities, and 
games. 

Option 1: Let’s Make Silly Faces 
Children color and glue together silly faces as they celebrate that God made everyone different. 

SUPPLIES 
• Silly Face template (see Resources) 
• Card stock (1 sheet per child, white) 
• Scissors 
• Glue stick or double-sided tape 
• Crayons or markers 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the Silly Face template onto the card stock, making one for each child. Cut out the eyes, noses, mouths, ears, and 
hair from each. 

SET UP 
Place the faces and silly face parts on the table. Put the crayons or markers on the table and have the glue sticks or 
tape nearby. 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you at the table. We know God made you and me. He made each of us different. No one 
looks the same—our bodies and faces are all different. Today we’re going to make some silly faces. We have 
different eyes, noses, mouths, ears, and hair. You can choose which ones you’d like to put on your silly face. 
You can also color the faces to make them look even sillier. 

Assist the children with either gluing or taping the parts on their face. When everyone is finished, invite children to 
hold up their silly faces and talk about how they’re all different. 

Option 2: I Love You Bounce 
To help them remember how much God loves them, children bounce heart-shaped balloons with a parachute. 

SUPPLIES 
• Parachute 

• Balloons (heart-shaped, available at www.orientaltrading.com or www.amazon.com) !  

PREPARE AHEAD 
Blow up the balloons. 

SET UP 
Lay the parachute in an open space and place the balloons in the center. 

RELATE 
Invite the children to join you at the parachute. Who loves us more than anyone else in the whole world? Allow 
children to respond. God does! He loves us so much. We’re going to have an “I love you” bounce. We have some 
heart balloons, and we’re going to shake this parachute to make them go up and down. As we bounce the 
balloons, let’s all say, “God loves me, and I love God!” 

Have children circle around the parachute and grab an edge with both hands. Demonstrate how to move the 
parachute up and down to bounce the balloons. Let’s bounce and shake together! 

20 min

http://www.orientaltrading.com
http://www.amazon.com


Option 3: God Is Always with Us 
As children remember that God is always with them, they play a game similar to Ring around the Rosie. 

SUPPLIES 
• None 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you in an open area. Gather them in a circle. This activity is similar to Ring around the Rosie. We 
know God is always with us. He is with us when we play and when we sleep. God is with us all day long. We’re 
going to stand up and hold hands with our friends standing next to us. Our friends are with us in this circle just 
like God is. We’re going to walk around the circle holding hands and singing a little song. It goes like this: “God 
is always with me, with me, with me. God is always with me, all day long.” When we say the words “all day 
long,” let go of your friends’ hands and sit down.  

You may want to sing the song a few times with them before you stand up and walk in a circle. Add variety to this 
game by speeding things up or slowing it down as the children move around the circle. Or have kids dance around the 
circle as they hold hands. You can do this activity over and over again until the children get tired of it.  

!  

!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly 1.1–1.4 (see Resources) 
• Bible 

RELATE 
Start clapping and ask the children to join you in clapping as loud as they can until you say to stop. Tell them that you 
are all celebrating God’s love. 

Children, may you always remember to celebrate that God made you, God loves you, and God is with you. 

Open a Bible and read Psalm 59:16a: 

I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love. 

Send home At Home Weekly 1.1–1.4 with all of the children to support families as they preteach the next four weeks 
of lessons. 

Worship:: 9:30 and 11:45


