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8:15 - 8:50

8:50 - 9:10

9:10 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:50

9:50 - end

10:30 - 11:05

11:05 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:05

12:05 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

I have a friend who used to be a commercial truck driver. While out on the road, he experienced many interesting 
situations. Some were humorous, like when he was locked out of his truck at night in his underwear (he managed to get 
back inside through the sunroof). But others were terrifying, like when he was thrown through the windshield during a 
crash. He said the only reason he is alive today is because God is real. In fact, if you spend any time with him at all, he 
will say these words many times to explain a whole host of experiences in his life and the lives of others. 

The last time I saw him, he said he’d been praying for my husband’s relationship with my father, which had been rocky 
at best for many years. Since then, God has done an amazing work of healing in their relationship, and I join both men in 
praising Him often for it. I thanked my friend for praying for us, and he said, “Well, I believe in the power of prayer … God 
is real.” My friend knows that God is real. And because he knows God is real, he prays boldly. 

This simple statement, “God is real,” is inspiring and humbling. Knowing the true and living God means we can pray 
boldly for the things we need, for the people He has put in our lives, and for the world we live in. It also means belief—
believing that because God is the real and living God, He will answer our prayers in powerful ways. 

Tori Funkhouser 
ROCKHARBOR Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

When we read Daniel 9, we can better understand why Daniel turned toward Jerusalem, got on his knees three times a day, and 
prayed for God’s help. We know Daniel was acting boldly on behalf of God’s people by interceding for them. We know that, alone 
in his room, Daniel cried out to God in prayer. Daniel “turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in 
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). 

Throughout chapter 9, we read about how Daniel interceded for God’s people. We read about how Daniel confessed 
that God’s people had sinned, turned away from His commands, and failed to listen to God’s prophets. He admitted that 
their captivity in Babylon was the result of God’s wrath because of their sin, and the fulfillment of God’s Word through His 
law (Daniel 9:11–12). Even so, Daniel prayed on their behalf that the living God would turn away His anger and forgive 
His people (Daniel 9:15–19). 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

When we talk about being spiritually bold, we often speak of being vocal for our faith—like Paul, who spoke to anyone 
and everyone who would listen. We also refer to martyrs who are so bold as to die for their faith in the face of 
opposition. We see both of these models of boldness in Scripture, such as with Daniel, who prayed to God although 
forbidden to do so by decree. Scripture says, “When Daniel learned that the decree [to kill anyone who prayed to 
someone other than King Darius] had been published, he went home [and] … got down on his knees and prayed 
…” (Daniel 6:10). 

We know from other sections of the book of Daniel that God used Daniel to intercede on behalf of His people. Take 
time this week to pray boldly. Intercede on behalf of your church, your community, your family, and your world. As 
Scripture says, “Approach God’s throne of grace with confidence” (Hebrews 4:16a). Ask God for justice, peace, or 
wisdom. Ask Him to reign on earth and in your life. Pray for things you would normally dismiss as “too big of a problem.” 
Boldly pray to God because He is the living God who listens to the prayers of His people. 

!  
Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

20 min



Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup 

Song”

!  

Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Story Spots  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s house 
• Toy lion  

Ponder Point: God Is the Living God 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. 
Friends, have you seen Hamilton the Hedgehog today? Encourage responses. Shall we call him and ask him to 
join us? Children will answer. On the count of three, let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. 
Hamilton, where are you? Encourage kids to call for Hamilton. Hamilton the Hedgehog comes out of his house holding 
the toy lion. Hamilton, what were you doing? Hamilton whispers in your ear. Hamilton was playing with his toy lion. 
We’ve been talking about lions too!  

Do you think we’ll find lions in this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! But before we 
get started, do you know where we can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his head and gestures to the Bible. 
That’s right—the Bible. God gave us the Bible so we can learn about Him. It’s full of things that help us get to 
know God. We read the Bible to learn about God and about His Son, Jesus! Isn’t that right, Hamilton? Hamilton 
nods. Friends, let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting quietly 
as he listens to The Big God Story. 

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den 
God Is the Living God 
Daniel 6 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story images #1–4 (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Packing tape 
• Hamilton puppet 

20 min



• Hamilton’s lion 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print The Big God Story images onto white card stock. Cut out one image per child. You’ll need one Crown (image #1), 
one Heart (image #2), several Angry Face images (image #3), and several Lion images (image #4). You’ll be taping one 
of the images on each child’s shirt to show which part he is playing. 

SET UP 
Choose different children to have parts in The Big God Story. One child can be King Darius and wear the Crown image. 
Another can be Daniel and wear the Heart image. A couple of children can be the helpers and wear the Angry Face 
images. The rest of the children will wear the Lion images. Have children sit on their Story Spots. As you talk about each 
person or animal in the story, ask kids wearing the corresponding image to stand up. 

RELATE 
Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and 
ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

I’m so excited that you’re going to help me tell part of The Big God Story. You can pretend to be a person or lion 
in the story. When I say the name of the image you’re wearing, you can stand up on your Story Spot and follow 
my instructions. 

There was a king whose name was Darius. Have Darius stand up. King Darius picked Daniel to be one of his very 
special helpers. Have Daniel stand up. Daniel loved God a lot. Have Daniel raise his hands to the sky. Daniel knew 
that God was the living God. There’s no one like Him. God is very special. Every day, Daniel talked to God. Have 
Daniel close his eyes and pray. Daniel prayed three times every day. Can everyone help me count to three? Count 
with the children. One, two, three. Good job! 

King Darius liked Daniel. Have King Darius shake Daniel’s hand. The king had other helpers too. Have helpers 
stand up. He let Daniel tell the king’s helpers what to do. They didn’t like that, not one little bit. Have helpers cross 
their arms. The helpers didn’t like Daniel. They wanted to get Daniel into trouble. Have Daniel sit down. Hamilton 
pops up with his toy lion. Why do you think Hamilton has that lion? Allow children to respond. Let’s see if you’re 
right. 

“Let’s have a new rule!” the helpers said. “No one may pray to God. You may only pray to King Darius. If you 
break the rule, you have to go to the lions’ den.” Have King Darius and the helpers sit down. Have lions stand up and 
growl, then sit down. Uh oh! This was a problem! Daniel loved to talk to God, because He knew God is the living 
God. 

Have Daniel and the helpers stand up. Daniel can pretend to pray. The helpers watched Daniel. They saw Daniel talk 
to God every day. Do you know what they did? Allow children to respond. They told on him! Have Daniel sit down 
and Darius stand up. The helpers told King Darius that Daniel was praying to God. This made King Darius sad. 
Have Darius make a sad face. He liked Daniel; he didn’t want to send Daniel to the lions. Have everyone sit down. 

Hamilton holds up his lion again. Have lions stand up and roar. They put Daniel in the lions’ den, and they put a big 
stone in front of the door so Daniel couldn’t get out. King Darius was so upset he couldn’t eat. All night long he 
couldn’t sleep. He hoped the living God would keep Daniel safe from the lions. Have lions sit down. 

Have Daniel and Darius stand up. The next day, King Darius ran to the lions’ den. What do you think he saw? 
Allow children to respond. Did the lions hurt Daniel? Children respond. No, they didn’t. Was Daniel safe? Children 
respond. Yes, he was! Who protected Daniel? Invite answers. Yes, God did! God is the living God, and He took 
care of Daniel. King Darius was so happy that God had saved Daniel from the lions. Daniel was happy that the 
living God was always with him. 

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part of 
The Big God Story. 

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond to God through creative activities and 
games. 

Option 1: Playful Lions 

20 min



To remind them of how God saved Daniel from the lions, children make lion masks out of paper plates.  

SUPPLIES 
• Paper plates (1 per child) 
• Scissors 
• Construction paper (1 sheet of each color per child: yellow and orange) 
• Chenille wires (2–3 per child, black) 
• Craft sticks (1 per child) 
• Glue sticks 
• tape 
• Wet wipes 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cut the orange and yellow construction paper into one-inch-wide strips. Each strip should be about six inches long. Use 
the scissors to cut the black chenille wires in half. 

SET UP 
Place one plate at each child’s seat. Set all of the remaining materials in the center of the table. 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you at the table. We’re going to make a fun mask today. What animals were in the den with 
Daniel? Allow children to respond. Yes, they were lions. We’re going to make lion faces on our masks. You can 
add orange and yellow paper for the lion’s mane and soft black whiskers for his face. When you’re finished, I’ll 
help you put a handle on your mask with this craft stick. Then we can all pretend to be playful lions together. 

Demonstrate how to create the lion mask, then provide assistance as children work. When children are finished, help 
them tape a craft stick to their mask. Use the wet wipes to clean the children’s hands if needed. 

Option 2: In the Den 
Children remember how God is alive and even more powerful than lions as they create and play in a lions’ den. 

SUPPLIES 
• Blankets or sheets 
• Chairs or tables 

SET UP 
Place tables or chairs close enough together for children to be able to drape sheets or blankets over them. 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you near the tables or chairs. We know that God is the living God. There’s no one like Him. He 
is always with us and will always love us. We’re going to build a pretend lions’ den and play in it together. Help 
children make a den by draping the sheets or blankets over the chairs or tables. Then encourage them to pretend to be 
lions inside the den. If the glue is dry on their masks from Option 1, they might like to hold the masks over their faces as 
they roar. Have a time for the children to be quiet as well to demonstrate God’s power over the lions. You may choose to 
help them reenact the story by having one child be Daniel. Ask: Who is even more powerful than the lions? That’s 
right! The living God! 

Option 3: King Darius Says 
Children play a game similar to Simon Says as they remember how King Darius made rules for people to follow. 

SUPPLIES 
• None 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you in a circle. King Darius made a new rule. He said no one could pray to God. We’re going 
to play a game called King Darius Says. I’m going to pretend that I’m King Darius. You should do whatever I 
say. If I say, “Jump up and down,” you should jump up and down. Are you ready to play? Ideas for the game: 
Pretend you’re praying, roar like a lion, spin in a circle, sit down, stand up, shake a friend’s hand, clap, sing a song, etc. 



Get creative and have fun with the children. Note: You can also select a child to play “King Darius” and call out the 
motions. It’s always fun to see the silly and fun things kids come up with! 

!  

!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly 4.13 (see Resources) 
• Bible 

RELATE 
Gather children around you. Encourage them to hold out their hands in a cupped position as if they’re holding water. This 
posture indicates they’re ready to receive the blessing. 

Children, may you remember that the living God is always with you. He is powerful enough to protect you. 

Open a Bible and read Daniel 6:26b: 

“For he is the living God and he endures forever.” 

Send home At Home Weekly 4.13 with all of the children to support families as they preteach for next week’s lesson.

Worship:: 9:30 and 11:45


