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8:15 - 8:50

8:50 - 9:10

9:10 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:50

9:50 - end

10:30 - 11:05

11:05 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:05

12:05 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

Growing up, I’d often ask my parents to retell the story of how they came up with my name: Cristi Jo Thomas. 
My parents chose to spell my first name without the “h” because, although the connection of my first name to Jesus 

was intentional, my mom liked to remind me that there’s only one Christ. My middle name is from my great-grandmother 
Josephine. When I investigated the meanings of my given names, I discovered that the root of Cristi means “Christ 
bearer” and the root of Josephine means “God will increase.” 

When I look at my name, I feel as if it’s a blessing over my life more than simply a way for me to be addressed. My 
name reminds me of who I am and to whom I belong. 

When we place our trust in Jesus, we’re adopted into the family of the living God, making us heirs to an eternal 
inheritance in heaven. This is our true identity! We’ve been completely redeemed by the perfect sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. His own Spirit indwells us. I know who I am because I know what’s true. I’m a child of the living God. I’ll gladly be 
a Christ bearer, trusting He will increase in my life and be increased in this world! 

Cristi Thomas 
Tru Team 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

After Daniel entered Babylon, his name was changed. This was a common occurrence for newly obtained subjects. 
Conquerors did this to express their authority and force the captives’ assimilation into the new culture. In spite of a new 
Babylonian name, Daniel remained faithful to his true identity and his Hebrew given name, which means “God is my 
judge.” Daniel didn’t retreat or abandon his loyalty to the Lord God. 

Scripture tells us the Persian administrators serving under the king were jealous of Daniel and looked for a way to 
bring him to his demise. They went before the king requesting a binding edict: Anyone who prayed to any god (except 
the king) for the next thirty days would be thrown into the lions’ den. As Daniel was faithful to the law of his God, the 
satraps (Persian officials Daniel oversaw) knew he’d immediately violate this law and could then be put to death. 

Daniel kept praying to God and, though King Darius tried to save him, Daniel was seized and thrown into a pit of 
lions. Darius was so deeply disturbed that he was unable to eat or sleep. When morning came, he found Daniel alive 
with not one mark on his body. The king called for the satraps who’d accused Daniel and had the men executed.  

The king then blessed Daniel and proclaimed praise to the one true God, saying, “‘I issue a decree that in every part 
of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever … 
He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions’” (Daniel 6:26–27). 

In the face of great opposition, Daniel didn’t waver from who he was. He was a follower of the Most High. This 
relationship superseded any human law or decree. Daniel trusted what was true—God is the living God. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

Grab a sheet of paper and number it 1 to 50. Now begin writing down words or phrases that describe who you are. You 
may notice that the first few words or phrases describe the various roles you play. Those that follow may be the things 
people say about you or have always told you about yourself. As you progress, it may get more challenging. Stop and 
ask God, “What’s true about me? Who do You say that I am?” Then wait. As words or phrases come to your mind, write 
them down. 

When the list is complete (feel free to take your time and come back to it throughout the week), cross out the things 
that define the various roles you play. Next, cross out any negative “self talk” that may have crept in and made its way 
onto the list. Now circle the words, phrases, or Scripture God gave you when you asked. 

May you find yourself in Him and find comfort in the truth of His words. 



!  
Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup Song” 

!  
Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Story Spots  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Toy lion  

Ponder Point: God Is the Living God 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. 
Friends, do you know who loves The Big God Story? Encourage responses. That’s right! Hamilton the 
Hedgehog! Shall we call him and ask him to join us? Children will answer. On the count of three, let’s call him 
together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage children to call for Hamilton. 
Hmmm … I don’t think he heard us. Maybe Hamilton is playing outside on his swing set. Let’s call him again. 
Hamilton! Hamilton the Hedgehog walks out of his house carrying a toy lion. Hamilton, what do you have there? 
Hamilton holds up his toy lion. Friends, I wonder if this lion has something to do with today’s part of The Big God 
Story. Do you think it does? Allow children to respond. You may be right!  

Are you ready to hear this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! Do you know where we 
can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his head and gestures to the Bible. That’s right—the Bible. God gave 
us the Bible so we can learn about Him. It’s full of things that help us get to know God. We read the Bible to 
learn about God and about His Son, Jesus. Before we dig, dig, dig right into God’s Word to find out what He 
has to say to us, let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting quietly 
as he listens to The Big God Story. 

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den 
God Is the Living God 

20 min

20 min



Daniel 6 

SUPPLIES 
• The Big God Story images #1–5 (see Resources) 
• Whiteboard 
• Magnets or tape 
• Scissors 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s lion  
• Optional: glue 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print The Big God Story images onto card stock and cut them out. Attach a magnet or tape to the back of each picture, 
using glue if necessary. 

SET UP 
Set up the storyboard. Place The Big God Story images near the Storyteller.  

RELATE 
Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us today. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be 
still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Put The Big God Story image #1 (King Darius) on the storyboard. This is King Darius. Put image #2 (Daniel) on the 
storyboard. This is Daniel. Daniel loved God. Point to Daniel, hug yourself, and then point up to heaven. Friends, 
let’s all do that together: Daniel loved God. Repeat motions. King Darius didn’t believe God is the true, living 
God. But he liked Daniel, so he asked Daniel to be his special helper. 

King Darius had some other helpers too. Place image #3 (King’s Helpers) on the storyboard and remove Daniel. 
These helpers didn’t like Daniel. They were mad because Daniel loved God. Let’s do our motions again for 
“Daniel loved God.” Repeat motions. Great job! They asked King Darius (point to image of King Darius) to make a 
rule. The rule was that no one could pray to God. They could only pray to the king. Take images of Darius and 
King’s Helpers off storyboard. Was that a good rule? Allow children to respond. Are we supposed to pray to King 
Darius? Allow children to respond. No! We only pray to God, because He is the living God. Guess who loved to 
pray to God? Put image #2 (Daniel) back on the storyboard. Daniel did, because Daniel loved God. Repeat the 
motions. 

Daniel went to a special room, and he prayed to God three times every day. Place image #4 (Daniel Praying) on 
the storyboard. Can you help me count to three? Encourage children to count with you. One, two, three. Good 
counting! Daniel loved to pray to God, because he knew that God is the living God. God is alive! There’s no one 
like Him. Let’s close our eyes and pray just like Daniel did. Close your eyes and pray a brief prayer thanking God 
for being the living God. Place image #3 (King’s Helpers) back on the storyboard. King Darius’ helpers were watching 
Daniel. One day, they saw Daniel praying. Was Daniel allowed to pray to God? Allow children to respond. No. The 
king’s new rule said he could not. Remove image #4 (Daniel Praying). 

The helpers went to King Darius and told on Daniel. Place image #1 (King Darius) back on the storyboard next to 
image #3 (King’s Helpers). They said, “Look! Daniel is praying to God!” This made the king sad. He liked Daniel a 
lot, but Daniel broke the rule. He would get punished. Hamilton pops up with the toy lion. Hamilton, does that have 
something to do with Daniel’s punishment? Hamilton nods his head. It sure does! They put Daniel in the lions’ 
den. Oh no! I don’t want Daniel to go in the lions’ den! Can you show me a scared face? Make a scared face and 
encourage children to do the same. The lions’ den was where the lions lived together. It was full of hungry lions. 
Take King Darius and King’s Helpers off storyboard. 

Put image #4 (Daniel Praying) and image #5 (Lions) on the storyboard. King Darius put Daniel in with the hungry 
lions. He said, “Daniel, I hope your God can help you.” Then he closed the den with a big rock so Daniel 
couldn’t get out. All night long, Daniel stayed with the lions. Can you roar like lions with me? Roar with the 
children. All night long, King Darius couldn’t sleep. He was worried. Would the lions hurt Daniel? Allow children 
to respond. Let’s find out. In the morning, the king (put image #1, King Darius, on the storyboard) hurried to see if 
Daniel was okay. The rock was pushed away. Guess what! Daniel was safe—the lions didn’t hurt him! Take down 
Lions. King Darius was so happy that God had protected Daniel. Daniel loved God. Repeat the three motions. 
Daniel trusted God and wasn’t afraid. Daniel knew God is the true, living God.  



Did God take care of Daniel? Allow children to respond. God was with Daniel when he prayed. And God was with 
Daniel in the lions’ den. Our God is the living God. There’s no one else like Him. 

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part of 
The Big God Story. 

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond to God through creative activities and 
games. 

Option 1: Lion Puppet 
Children color lion paper bag puppets that remind them of how God protected Daniel from the hungry lions. 

SUPPLIES 
• Lion template (see Resources) 
• Card stock (white) 
• Scissors 
• Paper lunch bags (1 per child) 
• Glue 
• Crayons 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print one Lion template per child onto white card stock. Cut out the lion faces and glue them onto the bottom flap of 
each bag to create puppets. 

SET UP 
Place a lion puppet at every child’s seat. Set crayons in the middle of the table. 

RELATE 
Invite children to the table. In The Big God Story, Daniel was with a lot of lions. Was God with Daniel? Allow 
children to respond. Yes, He was. God is the living God, and He protected Daniel. We’re going to make our own 
lion puppets. Let’s color our lions and then see how loudly we can make them roar. Allow children to color their 
lions. When children are finished, encourage them to roar. 

Option 2: Can Your Lion Roar? 
To help children remember how God protected Daniel from the lions, they play a game where they make their lion 
puppets roar. 

SUPPLIES 
• Lion puppets (from Option 1) 
RELATE 
Invite children to join you on the floor. We’re going to play a game called Can Your Lion Roar? Let’s put our lions 
on our hands and practice making them roar. Encourage participation. Great job! Now I’m going to turn around. I 
can’t see you or your lions. When I turn and look at you, make your lions roar as loudly as they can. But when I 
turn away again, your lions have to be very quiet. When you turn around, you can do it quickly, slowly, and even try 
to trick children sometimes. You might also want to have a lion puppet and make your own lion roar! 

Option 3: It’s Alive Walk 
As they take a walk outside, children point out things that are living to remind them that God is the living God.  

SUPPLIES 
• live objects (leaves, grass, tree branches, etc.)  

• PREPARE AHEAD 



Scatter live objects around the room. Then have children walk around the room and see if they can find all the living 
objects. 

RELATE 
Ask children to line up at the door. If you wish, you can have children hold on to a rope to help them stay in line. We’re 
going to go on a walk. When we’re outside, we’re going to look for things that are living. God is the living God. 
He is alive in us every day. Let’s look to see what we can find. 

Lead children around outdoors. As you walk, point out different things and ask the children whether or not these 
things are living. You can also allow children to point out what they see. 

Developmentally Speaking 
Young children often need plenty of time to become fully engaged in activities. Allow children to take their time during 
each activity, and if needed, come alongside to help them finish. Just be careful not to take over completely. 

!  

!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet (see Resources) 
• At Home Weekly 4.9–4.12 (see Resources) 
• Bible 

RELATE 
Even in difficult times and scary places, God is with each one of you. His Son, Jesus, is called the “Lion of the 
tribe of Judah” (Revelation 5:5) and is more powerful than any big lion we meet in Africa or see at the zoo. 
Encourage children to join hands in a circle, with you in the center. Look at each child in turn and speak the following 
blessing over her. Consider placing your hand on the child’s head or shoulder. 

(Child’s name), God is the living God. May you remember He is always with you. 

Open a Bible and read Daniel 6:26b: 

“For he is the living God and he endures forever.” 

Send home the At Home Weekly 4.9–4.12 with any families who may need one.  

Worship:: 9:30 and 11:45


