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*see Resources

9:15 - 9:50

9:50 - 10:10

10:10 - 10:30 

10:30 - 10:50

10:50 -11:10

9:45 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER and SNACK 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY
Please use ring chain to help 
walk kids to the outdoor 
inflatables

WORSHIP

RESPOND activities

BLESS
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

When I was in college, I was asked to lead a core group of junior high girls at my church. While flattered that the youth 
pastor had thought of me, I felt very inadequate. As I prayed about it, doubts began to creep up on me. I was working 
and going to school. Would I have time to invest in the students? I was still a fairly new Christian. Would I be able to 
answer their questions? I was unsure about my qualifications, yet I continued to feel God leading me to take the 
position. Though I wasn’t sure how it would go, I reluctantly agreed to give it a try, trusting that He would provide for me 
as I led the students. 

That week, the youth pastor introduced me to his wife, Nancy, and invited me to dinner at their home. Nancy was 
warm and friendly, and I immediately felt at home. She must have sensed how nervous I was to begin this journey, 
because she assured me that she would walk alongside me as I grew more confident in my ability to lead. Over the next 
few weeks and months, my meetings with her became more regular until I was connecting with her on almost a daily 
basis. As I poured into the group of girls I had been assigned to, Nancy poured into me. Through Nancy, God cared for 
me, and as God cared for me, I was able to care for others. 

Alyson Crockett 
ROCKHARBOR Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

It was a pivotal time in the history of Israel and Judah. The kingdom was splitting and the true worship of Yahweh was 
under attack. The prophets of God were the only restraint against the people’s total abandonment of faith. Little by little, 
Yahweh worship was being replaced by the worship of false gods such as Baal and Asherah. In the northern kingdom, 
King Jeroboam had set up his own temples at Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 12:25–33). He had hoped to prevent the people 
from venturing south to Jerusalem to worship and thus be tempted to reunite with Rehoboam and the southern 
kingdom. These two false temples were just the first step in the attempt to draw Israel away from the true God.  

Just 25 years later, Omri, king of Israel, took the next step by creating an alliance with the king of Sidon in Phoenicia 
through the marriage of his son Ahab to princess Jezebel, a priestess of Baal and daughter of the Sidonian king. This 
ushered in one of the darkest times in the history of Israel. When Ahab became king, he allowed Jezebel to convince 
him to build a temple for Baal, and she personally funded out of the treasury of Israel 450 priests of Baal and 400 priests 
of Asherah (1 Kings 18:19). Jezebel arranged for the deaths of the prophets of the Lord (1 Kings 18:4) and even 
introduced Baal worship into the southern kingdom of Judah by giving her daughter Athaliah to Jehoram in marriage (2 
Kings 8:18).  

It was at this time God brought Elijah onto the scene. Elijah confronted the worship of false gods by declaring a 
drought because of this evil. When the drought was over, he confronted the false prophets and killed them on Mount 
Carmel. By the time Elijah finished his work, Jezebel and her children were dead and Baal worship was eradicated from 
the land.  

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

In a time of drought, God called Elijah to a place where there was no food, and his only source of water was a small 
brook. As Elijah relied solely on God to sustain him, God’s care was evident. He provided bread and meat, sent by 
ravens. 

Later, when the brook dried up and God called him out of the valley, Elijah remained faithful to God. He sought out a 
widow with little to offer. As the woman ministered to Elijah, God gave her a daily miracle. Despite the fact that she had 
little flour and oil, her jars never ran empty. Through times of celebration and times of darkness, God takes care of us.  

Read Psalm 23. What are some of the ways the psalmist states that God provided and cared for him? Has God 
cared for you in a similar way? How? Take a few minutes and make a list of the ways God has taken care of you over 
the last week, month, year, or years. Consider using this list to write a personal psalm of praise to the Lord



!  

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup Song” 

!  
Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Toy bird (small) 
• Craft wire or tape 

Ponder Point: God Takes Care of Me 
Hi, friends! I’m so excited to be here with you today! It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. Shall we call 
Hamilton and ask him to join us? Children will answer. On the count of three, let’s call him together. Are you 
ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage kids to call for Hamilton. Hmmm … Where do you 
think he is? Children will share their ideas; interact with their responses. Those are good ideas. Let’s try again. 
Hamilton, where are you? Hamilton comes out of his house. He has a small toy bird attached to his hand with craft 
wire or tape. 

Hi, Hamilton! I’m so glad you’re here with us. Hamilton, what were you doing? Hamilton hops up and down and 
sways from side to side. You were outside playing Hide-and-Seek with the birds? Hamilton nods. Oh, I like to play 
that game. Is the bird on your hand a clue to this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods. Great! Friends, are 
you ready to hear this part of The Big God Story? Children will respond. Hamilton, are you ready? Hamilton nods 
excitedly. Me too!  

Before we get started, we need to know where to find The Big God Story. Hamilton gestures to the Bible. That’s 
right—it’s in the Bible! God gave us the Bible so we can learn about Him. We read the Bible to learn about God 
and about His Son, Jesus. And I know that you love to dig, dig, dig right into God’s Word to find out what He 
has to say to us. Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together.  

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

The Big God Story 
Elijah Fed by Ravens 
God Takes Care of Me 
1 Kings 17:1–6 

SUPPLIES 

9:50-10:10

9:15-9:50



• The Big God Story images #1–2 (see Resources) 
• Raven Puppet template (see Resources) 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Paper lunch bag 
• Toy bread 
• Toy meat 
• Bowl 
• Water 
• Optional: tray (large) 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s bird 

SET UP 
Print The Big God Story images in color. Print the Raven Puppet template, cut it out, and glue it to the lunch bag. Fill the 
bowl with water. Place all of the materials on a large serving tray or small table. Set the tray or table in your storytelling 
area. 

RELATE 
Okay, friends, before we get started, let’s all pray together and ask God to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of 
Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds.  

There once was a man named Elijah. Show The Big God Story image #1. He loved God very much. God talked to 
Elijah, and Elijah listened to Him. God told Elijah that there would be no rain for a long time. We need rain to 
help our food grow and give us water to drink. Let’s make the sound of rain. Friends, can you pat your legs? 
Encourage children to pat their legs along with you, making the sound of rain. Good job! You can put your hands 
back in your lap now. Thank you! God said there would be no rain. Did Elijah need to worry? Allow children to 
respond. No, he knew God loved him and would take care of him. Give yourself a hug and say, “God takes care 
of me!” Demonstrate and say this with children. 

Who would like to help me? I need one friend to pretend to be Elijah. Choose a volunteer to be Elijah. After Elijah 
told the king, Ahab, that there would be no rain, God told Elijah to go and hide. Do you think Elijah listened to 
God? Allow children to respond. Yes, he did. Elijah went and hid. Help Elijah hide in a corner where the children can 
still see him. 

Elijah didn’t have a bed to sleep in. He didn’t have any food to eat or water to drink. Do you think Elijah was 
scared? Encourage children to respond. No! Elijah knew God loved him and would take care of him. Give yourself 
a hug and say, “God takes care of me.” Demonstrate and say this with children.  

When Elijah was thirsty, God said, “Go down to the river and drink some water.” Elijah, can you come over 
here and pretend to drink water from the river? Place bowl on the floor and help “Elijah” pretend to drink water. Did 
God give Elijah water? Allow children to respond. Yes, because God loved Elijah and took care of him. Let’s give 
ourselves a hug and say, “God takes care of me.” Encourage responses.  

God gave Elijah water when he was thirsty. What do you think God did when Elijah got hungry? Allow answers. 
Yes, God gave him food. He sent ravens to bring Elijah some bread and meat. Show image #2. Hamilton pops up 
with his bird. He hops up and down waving the bird back and forth. Friends, what’s Hamilton doing? Children will 
respond. I think you’re right! We’ve found our clue to The Big God Story. Take the bird from Hamilton as he hands it 
to you. Our clue was the bird Hamilton was holding. What kind of bird did God send to Elijah? Allow children to 
respond. He sent ravens. Ravens are big black birds. Look, I have a raven right here! Have Raven Puppet bring 
“Elijah” bread and meat. Did Elijah have a hungry tummy? Allow answers. No, he didn’t, because God sent the 
ravens with food for Elijah. God took care of Elijah. Give yourself a hug and say, “God takes care of me.” 
Encourage responses.  

God tells us in the Bible that we don’t have to worry about anything, because He will take care of us. Let’s 
think of some ways God takes care of you and me. Brainstorm with children. God gives us a family, food, friends, 
clothes, and so much more! I’m so glad God loves us. God will always take care of us. Give yourself a hug and 
say, “God takes care of me.” Encourage responses. 

Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house and thank him for coming to be a part of 



The Big God Story.  

!  

!  

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond to God through creative activities and 
games. 

Option 1: God Loves Me! 
To remind them of how much God loves them, children fill a large heart drawn on poster board with pieces of red play 
dough. 

SUPPLIES 
• Play dough !  
• cookie cutters (heart-shaped) 

RELATE 
Encourage children to join you at the table. Friends, do you see these heart cookie cutters? Allow children to 
respond. A heart can remind us of how much God loves you and me. Can you help me cut out hearts with some 
play dough? Provide heart-shaped cookie cutters and allow children to cut hearts from the play dough. 

Option 2: Feather Painting (3 year olds only) 
To help them remember how God sent birds to care for Elijah, children paint a picture with feathers. 

SUPPLIES 
• Table covering 
• Card stock (white) 
• Tempera paint (liquid, various colors) 
• Bowls (small) 

• Feathers (large) !  
• Wet wipes 

SET UP 
Pour paint into the bowls and set them in the center of the table. Place feathers near the paint. 

RELATE 
God loves us so much. He always takes care of us. God can even send a bird to bring someone food when he 
needs it. Where did we see bird feathers today? Allow children to answer; affirm them for participating. We’re going 
to use these bird feathers to paint a picture. Demonstrate how to dip a feather into the paint and paint on the paper. 
Have wet wipes available to clean up messy hands. 

!  

RELATE 
Remind the children of the action they repeated during The Big God Story: hugging themselves while saying, “God 
takes care of me.” Explain that this action not only helps them remember God’s care for us, but His great love too. 
Encourage them to hug themselves while you speak these words of blessing over them: 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITY// 10:10-10:30

 10:50-11:10

WORSHIP//  10:30 - 10:50



(Child’s name), may you know that God loves you and cares for you. 

Open a Bible and read 1 John 4:8b: 

God is love. 

Send home the At Home Weekly 4.1–4.4 with any families who may need one. 


