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Bible Passage: John 19—20  
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8:15 - 8:55

8:55 - 9:10

9:10 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:45 

9:45 - 10:05

10:00 - end

10:45 - 11:25

11:25 - 11:40

11:40 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 - 12:35

12:35 - end

Be in class for CONNECT/
CHECK-INS
- playtime
- coloring pages

GATHER: 
- Welcome
- God’s Big Story

RESPOND
- 2-3 prepared crafts/activities

WORSHIP

2 year olds - Free Play
3 year olds - Outside Play at 
FUN ZONE 

BLESS and Snack
- playtime until end



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find a list of resources along with encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to 
present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

There’s a small church in southern California that meets in a nightclub and holds children’s church in the greenroom. 
The church is filled with mostly brand-new Christians. And since the parents are brand-new Christians, the kids are also 
brand-new Christians, and The Big God Story is completely new to them. 
A friend of mine has been telling The Big God Story to the kids from its beginning—relating for them how God promised 

to send a Redeemer who would eventually restore humanity’s relationship with God. She has unfolded how the 
promised Redeemer—Jesus—was born as a baby, lived a sinless life, and then died on the cross for our sins.  
One day when it was pouring rain outside, a little girl sat listening as my friend told the part of The Big God Story in 

which Jesus, the Light of the World, was born in Bethlehem. The little girl’s eyes grew bigger and bigger as she listened. 
Then she interrupted: “Is this true?” she asked. “Yes!” my friend enthusiastically replied. The little girl’s jaw dropped 
open wide enough to reveal her little molars. As my friend continued to read, the little girl sat there with her mouth 
hanging open in shock and surprise. Then she interrupted again: “Is this really true? Are you sure?” “Yes!” my friend 
replied. “It’s really true.”  
Because we’ve heard The Big God Story so many times, we may be tempted to gloss over the wonder and 

amazement that this story is really true. God really promised to send a Redeemer; He really kept the promise alive 
throughout the whole story; He really sent His Son to die for us; and He really redeemed us from our sin because He 
really loves us that much!  

Tori Funkhouser 
Tru Team 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage  

In the beginning, there was no need for a Redeemer. The world was perfect and man was in perfect union with God 
(Genesis 1—2). In the end, the world will again be free from the ravages of sin and the influence of evil (Revelation 21—
22). The journey between those two points is told in The Big God Story and centers upon the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. He is the Messiah, the Christ. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of everything hoped for and the basis 
of any future hope.  
Jesus is the satisfaction of the law, the establishment of the new covenant, the fulfillment of prophecy, of history, the 

sacrificial Lamb, the Great High Priest, the son of David, the suffering servant. He is the Redeemer promised at the 
beginning of The Big God Story in Genesis 3:15. He is Jesus, Jehoshua (JHWH saves), the One promised to “save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). He is alive—yesterday, today, and forever! 
As the basis of future hope, Jesus is the One in whom God’s kingdom has come and is yet to come. He is the One 

exalted and seated at the right hand of God who has promised to return and gather all believers to Himself. He is the 
true hope of Israel who will vanquish evil and restore everything to how it’s supposed to be. He is and will be the 
victorious Lord of all. 

Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word  

This week, spend time reading John chapters 19 and 20. As you read, ask God to help you understand anew His 
amazing love. Ask Him to fill you with thankfulness for the perfect sacrifice that Jesus gave in His death on the cross. 
Ask the Lord to give you a sense of awe for His power and His grace.  
Before closing your time of reflection, spend a moment praying for the kids who will gather this weekend to celebrate 

Easter. How might God want to reveal Himself—His power and love—to them? How will He choose to speak to the 
hearts of these little ones? How will He choose to use you? 
May all who gather in your place of worship experience the Lord Jesus in new ways, and may you be compelled by the 

story of God’s love. We pray that out of this experience with God, both you and the children will desire more of Him. 



!  

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Playtime and Coloring Pages 
Transition Song: “The Cleanup Song” 

!  

Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES 
• Bible 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Megaphone 
• Basket 
• Easter eggs (6–8) 

Ponder Point: Jesus Is Alive 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you today. It’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. 
Before we begin, let’s invite Hamilton the Hedgehog to join us. I brought something with me today that we can 
use to call him. This is a megaphone. When you talk into it, your voice will sound louder. On the count of three, 
let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage kids to call for 
Hamilton. You may consider allowing a child to help you call Hamilton using the megaphone. After a few calls, Hamilton 
comes out of his house carrying a basket with eggs inside. 
Hi, Hamilton! I’m so glad you heard our loud voices and came out to learn more about Jesus. What did you 

bring today? Hamilton moves his head toward his basket. That’s a very nice basket. Hamilton nudges an egg inside 
his basket. Hmmm … I wonder if these eggs are going to help us with The Big God Story! Hamilton nods excitedly. 
Are you ready to hear this part of the story? Children will respond. Do you think Hamilton is ready? Kids will 

answer. Let’s ask him. Hamilton, are you ready to hear about Jesus and The Big God Story? Hamilton nods 
excitedly. Me too! It’s time to dig, dig, dig right into God’s Word to find out what He has to say to us. Let’s all 
stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting quietly 
as he listens to The Big God Story.  

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Easter 
Jesus Is Alive 
John 19—20 



SUPPLIES 
• Sad Face and Happy Face images (see Resources) 
• Easter eggs (1 set of 6 per child, plus 1 extra set) 
• Gauze or cloth (1 small piece per child)  
• Rocks (1 per child, small)  
• Tissues (1 per child)  
• Scissors 
• Baskets (6) 
• Paper lunch bags (1 per child) 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s basket and eggs 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print and cut out the Sad Face and Happy Face images, one per child. Fill each set of eggs with the following: Egg #1: 
picture of a sad face; Egg #2: piece of gauze or cloth; Egg #3: small rock; Egg #4: empty; Egg #5: tissue; Egg #6: 
picture of a happy face. Prepare one set of eggs for each child and one set for the Storyteller. Place the eggs with the 
same contents into their own baskets. For example, all of Egg #1 go in one basket, all of Egg #2 go in another basket, 
etc. If you have a large group, consider just making one set for the Storyteller to use throughout the story and invite 
volunteers to come to open each egg. 

SET UP 
Place the six baskets filled with eggs next to the Storyteller. Set the paper bags next to the baskets. 

RELATE 
Friends, before we go any further, let’s all pray together and ask God to teach us about Himself and His Son, 
Jesus. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 
Friends, Jesus is alive! The last time we were together, we heard how Jesus died for our sins and then rose 

from the dead after three days. There’s no one like our God. Only He is stronger than death! Today I have some 
special eggs for each of you. We’re going to use the eggs to help us remember this part of The Big God Story. 
Hamilton will join us too! Hamilton nods excitedly while holding his basket with the eggs inside.  

Give every child a paper bag and Egg #1. Let’s open our first egg and see what’s inside. Hamilton peers at the egg 
as if anxious to know what’s inside. Open the egg and take out the picture of a sad face. Encourage children to do the 
same. What’s this? Invite children to respond. That’s right. It’s a sad face. Hamilton looks down as if he’s sad. What 
sad thing happened to Jesus? Invite responses; interact with children and their answers. That’s right. Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins. Many people were very sad when Jesus died. Have children put the egg and the sad face 
inside their paper bags. 
Pass out Egg #2. Let’s open our next egg. Open the egg and have Hamilton pull out the piece of gauze or cloth and 

hold it up. Encourage children to do the same. What’s this? Invite responses. It’s a piece of cloth. What did Jesus’ 
friends do with His body after He died? Encourage responses. That’s right! Jesus’ friends wrapped His body in 
cloth and laid Him in a tomb. Have children put the egg and the gauze or cloth inside their paper bags.  

Pass out Egg #3. Let’s open our next egg. Open the egg and take out the small rock. Encourage children to do the 
same. What’s this, friends? Allow kids to respond. How did the soldiers use the rock? Hamilton pretends to push 
the rock. Invite children to respond. That’s right. They put the rock in front of the tomb where they placed Jesus’ 
body. Have children put the egg and the small rock inside their paper bags. 
Pass out Egg #4. Let’s see what’s inside this egg. Open the empty egg and have children do the same. What’s 

inside? Invite children to respond. Hamilton looks side to side as if confused. That’s right! Nothing—it’s empty. After 
three days, Mary came to see Jesus. What happened to the rock? Allow children to answer. Was the tomb open or 
closed? Invite responses. It was open, and the rock had been rolled away. Was Jesus inside the tomb? Allow 
children to answer. No! The tomb was empty. Jesus wasn’t in there anymore. He rose from the dead. 
Pass out Egg #5. Open the egg and have Hamilton take out the tissue. Encourage children to do the same. What do 

we use tissues for? Invite kids to respond. Hamilton uses the tissue to pretend to blow his nose or dry his tears. That’s 
right—we use them to wipe our noses, and sometimes we use them to wipe our tears away. Mary was so sad 
that Jesus was gone. His tomb was empty, and she didn’t know what happened to Him. What happened to 
Jesus? Children will answer. That’s right—He’s alive! Have children put the egg and the tissue inside their paper 
bags. 
Pass out Egg #6. Let’s see what we find in this egg. Open the egg and take out the picture of a happy face. 



Encourage children to do the same. Why do you think we have a happy face inside this egg? Invite responses. 
Mary was sad and crying until she heard someone call her name. Who called her name? Allow children to answer. 
That’s right! Jesus did. Jesus is alive! Hamilton jumps up and down excitedly. Have children put the egg and the 
happy face inside their paper bags. 
What did Jesus tell Mary to do? Encourage answers. He told her to go and tell the people that He is alive! It’s so 

exciting that Jesus isn’t dead, but that He’s alive! Is Jesus alive today too? Invite children to respond. Yes, He is! 
He’s alive today, tomorrow, and forever.  
Friends, there’s no one like our God. He’s the only One who is stronger than death! Jesus is alive! When you 

take your bags home, you can show your families what’s inside and tell them that Jesus is alive. Collect the 
paper bags to send home with children at the end. 
Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house, and thank him for coming to be a part of 

The Big God Story. 

!  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through worship, creative activities, and 
games. 

Option 1: Great News Megaphones 
Children create a megaphone to help them tell everyone that Jesus is alive. 

SUPPLIES 
• Paper (1 sheet per child, heavy) 
• Washable markers 
• Stickers (several per child) 
• Tape or stapler 

SET UP 
Place one sheet of heavy paper at each child’s seat and set the markers and stickers in the center of the table. 

RELATE 
When Jesus rose from the dead, it was very exciting. Jesus told Mary to tell everyone that He was alive. Today, 
we’re going to make megaphones to help us tell everyone that Jesus is alive. First, we’re going to decorate 
sheets of paper. 
Encourage children to use the stickers and markers to decorate their sheets of paper. After each child has decorated 

his paper, roll it up and either staple or tape it closed. After the children have finished, practice saying, “Jesus is alive!” 
through the megaphones. 

Option 2: Celebration Parade 
Children march in a parade and shout into their megaphones, “Jesus is alive!” 

SUPPLIES 
• Megaphones (from Option 1) 

PREPARE AHEAD  
Note: Consider getting permission ahead of time to have children march through the halls of the children’s area for this 
activity. 

SET UP 
Line up the children and give each one his megaphone. 

RELATE 
We’re going to have a parade using our megaphones. We’re going to march around shouting, “Jesus is alive!” 
We want everyone to hear the exciting news about Jesus. Have children stand up and march around the room, 
shouting “Jesus is alive!” If you have time, consider playing a game like Follow the Leader and allow each child to lead 
with his or her own actions, e.g., waving the megaphones, hopping, giant steps, etc.  



!  
1st service: Toddlers/2’s/3’s @ 9:30 in 2 year old room 
2nd service: 2’s and 3’s in classroom 

!  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

RELATE 
Ask children to sit on the floor with you. Before speaking the blessing, encourage children to clap and cheer to celebrate 
that Jesus is alive! Then pray this prayer of blessing over them: 

Children, Jesus is alive! May you know His great love for you today and always. 

Open a Bible and read Luke 24:6a: 

He has risen! 

Send home the At Home Weekly 3.5–3.8 with any families 
who may need one. 

WORSHIP//  


