
Unit 1 • Session 6 

The Suffering of Job 
Bible Passage:  

Job 

Story Point:  
Job learned that God is good, even in suffering. 

Key Passage:  
Colossians 1:16b-17 

Big Picture Question: 
Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 

3rd - 4th Grade Schedule

CHECK-INS/ INTRODUCE THE 
STORY 

(15 minutes) 

LARGE GROUP: Teach THE 
STORY 

(30 minutes) 

SMALL GROUP: EXPERIENCE 
THE STORY 

(20  minutes) 

WORSHIP 
(20  minutes) 

8:15 - 8:45 

8:45 - 9:15 

9:15 - 9:35 

9:35 - 9:55

10:15 - 10:45 

10:45 - 11:15 

11:15 - 11:35 

11:35 - 11:55



Volunteer Pre-Sunday Study 

Why would we hear the story of Job while studying stories from Genesis? Most biblical 
authorities believe, based on subject matter and language, that Job was a contemporary 
to the patriarchs. Job fits chronologically into this period in history. 

Job was a wealthy man who loved God. At the beginning of the book, God allows Satan 
to test Job’s faithfulness. Job lost everything, and he asked God why these things were 
happening. God answered Job, and His response reveals that God alone is all-powerful, 
sovereign, and good. 

“Have you ever in your life commanded the morning or assigned the dawn its place?” (Job 
38:12). God has. He is all-powerful. “Does the eagle soar at your command?” (Job 39:27). It 
does at God’s. He is sovereign. “Who provides the raven’s food when its young cry out to 
God?” (Job 38:41). God provides. He is good. 

While the Book of Job speaks volumes to the problem of human suffering, it is also an 
important picture of how a suffering person should relate to God. Throughout all of Job’s 
suffering, Job never turned away from God. Job didn’t understand his suffering, but he 
understood who God is. Job’s suffering ultimately brought him closer to God. 

Job reminds us that following Jesus is worth it. God is good, present, and in control. We 
can trust Him when we don’t understand the pain we have to endure. At the cross, God 
used the ultimate pain to bring about the ultimate good: our future and final salvation 
from sin.  

Before you teach, pray that the Holy Spirit would help kids understand God’s truth. Point 
kids to the Suffering Servant, Jesus, who was truly innocent yet suffered greatly so that we 
could be brought closer to God in both our suffering and our joy. 



Check-ins/Introduce the Story 
Welcome time 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, and help new kids connect to your group. Prompt kids to describe what helps 
them feel better when they are having a bad day. 
Say • Today’s Bible story is about a man who wasn’t just having a bad day; it seemed like 

everything was going wrong in his life. Let’s learn more. 

Activity page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Word Match” on the activity page. 
Say • These three words—all-powerful, sovereign, and good—describe God. Today we are 

going to hear a Bible story about a man named Job (JOHB) who discovered 
through his suffering that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good. 

Line up and travel to the worship room for LARGE GROUP 



LARGE GROUP: Teach the Story 
(Will be lead by the Large Group Leader) 

Session Title: The Tower of Babel 
Bible Passage: Genesis 11 
Story Point: People tried to build a tower to glorify themselves instead of God. 
Key Passage: Colossians 1:16b-17 
Big Picture Question: Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 

1. Countdown Video 
 Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to end as the session 
begins.  

2. Welcome (1 minutes) 
Leader • Well hey, everyone! Welcome to church!  My name is _____ and I am 
going to be your teacher today! 

3. Big picture question (1 minute) 
Leader • Let’s remember our big picture question. Can anyone say it by memory? 

[Allow responses.] That’s right. Who is God? God is our Creator and King. 
Knowing who God is helps us understand everything else in the Bible. God 
created everything, and He loves us. Because He created everything, He is 
King of everything. He has the authority to give commands and punish sin. 

4. Giant timeline (1 minute) 

Show the giant timeline. 

Leader • A few weeks ago, I told you how God created the world. Everything God created 
was good. Then we learned that God made men and women, and we all bear His 
image. That means that in some ways, we are like God. However, we have also 
learned about the sin that entered the world. When Adam and Eve chose to 
disobey God, their sin broke the world. The last two weeks we learned some of the 
ways God dealt with people’s disobedience. This week, we will learn about a man 
who had some very difficult things happen to him. Although the Book of Job is not 
in the same division as the Book of Genesis, many Bible scholars believe that Job 
probably lived around the same time the stories from Genesis took place. Our story 
is called “The Suffering of Job.”  

5. Storytelling Video 





6. God’s Plan for Me and Christ connection 
Leader • Job learned that God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good. When we face 

suffering, we can hope in God. God sent Jesus, the only truly innocent One, to suffer 
and die so that everyone who trusts in Him can have forgiveness and eternal life.  

Jesus lived without ever sinning. He went through suffering too. Jesus died on the 
cross to pay for our sin and rose again on the third day to defeat sin and death. That 
means that if we believe in Jesus, God will not punish us for our sin. Jesus bore the 
punishment we deserve. And even though we face suffering in the world, we have 
hope in God. One day, Jesus will return and fix the broken world, removing all sin 
and suffering forever.  

7. Questions from kids video (3 minutes) 
  Show the “Unit 1, Session 6” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to think 
about ways God can use hard times for His glory and our good. Guide them to 
discuss a time that God worked suffering for good. 

8. Global Spotlight (3 minutes) 

God made you and me, but he also made all the people all over the world! And 
the Gospel, or Good News of Jesus, isn’t just for you and me, it’s for everyone!  

For the last few weeks we have been learning about our friends in Uganda at 
Chayah Children’s Home! Chayah is an orphanage that provides at home to kids 
who need a safe place to live and teaches them about Jesus! 

For the past few weeks we have been collecting coins and books to help our 
friends at Chayah to have a library! Together, we have fundraised $41.71 and 
collected 74 books! So cool! God has used you guys to bless our friends in Uganda! 

9. Key passage music video (5 minutes) 
 Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read together Colossians 1:16b-17. 
Leader • Although the name Jesus doesn’t show up in the Bible until the New Testament, 

this key passage tells us that God the Son was with God the Father all along, even at 
the creation of the world! Everything created was created by Jesus and for Jesus’ 
glory. He holds everything together! 

Lead boys and girls in singing “All Things Hold Together.” 

10. Pray (2 minutes) 
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story. 



Leader • Father, thank You for Your goodness. Help us to trust You even when we face 
suffering. Give us compassion for those who suffer. Amen.  

We also pray for our friends in Uganda. Thank you for all the ways you provided for 
them. Would you help them get the books they need to fill their library as 
well as maybe even bring more kids to Chayah who need a safe place to live. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Dismiss to classrooms for APPLY THE STORY 



Apply the Story 
Discussion, Bible skills & Snack (10 minutes) 
Distribute Bibles and guide kids to find the Book of Job. Suggest they use the table of 
content in their Bibles if they need help finding it. Ask kids what book comes after Job. 
(Psalms) Choose a volunteer to read aloud Job 42:16-17. 
Say • We have been learning stories from the Book of Genesis. Why do you think we are 

skipping all the way back here to the Book of Job? [Allow kids to respond.] The Bible 
isn’t in exact chronological order. First, it’s organized into the Old Testament (things 
that happened before Jesus was born) and the New Testament (things that 
happened after Jesus was born). Then it’s organized further by type of book; we call 
these genres or divisions. 

The Book of Job is the first of the books of Wisdom, which include Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. But the story of Job happened during the 
time of the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 
What did Job learn about God and about himself? Lead kids to recall that Job 

learned that God is good, even in suffering. Guide them to see how Job realized he 
cannot completely understand God or His ways. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 55:8-9.)  

How is God near to us in our suffering? Lead kids to recognize God’s presence 
through His Word, through the Holy Spirit, and through fellow believers who offer 
comfort and encouragement. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 139:7-10.) 

How have friends encouraged you in a hard time? How can you encourage others? 
Invite kids to share their experiences. Remind them that God is present and 
working for our good and joy, even in times of trouble. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 1:3-4.)  

Say • Because of sin, everyone suffers—those who follow God and those who don’t. God is 
always in control, and He loves us. He is good, even when we don’t understand His 
ways.  

Activity choice (10 minutes) 

Cards of encouragement 
Provide supplies for boys and girls to create notes or cards of encouragement for friends, 
family members, or neighbors who are suffering. 

Consider displaying a list of verses for kids to find in the Bible and copy onto their cards: 
Psalm 9:9; Psalm 23:4; Psalm 27:1; Psalm 27:13-14; Psalm 34:18; Psalm 55:22. 

Distribute envelopes and encourage kids to deliver their cards this week. If kids do not 
know someone who is suffering, pray that God would put someone in their path whom 
they could comfort with God’s love. 
Say • When a person is suffering, it can be hard for that person to believe the truth about 

God. We saw that Job learned that God is good, even in suffering. We can 



encourage people who are suffering and pray that God would bring them comfort 
and peace. 

Ring bell, line up and travel  to the balcony for WORSHIP. 

Worship 
On the balcony at 9:35 and 11:35 

After worship, remember to send kids home with their completed Activity Page, 
which provides more activities parents can do with their kids at home.  


